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Practical support for connecting student needs to classroom instruction
Use this guide when selecting, implementing, or reviewing IEP supports. Strategies should be individualized, connected to present levels and annual goals, used consistently, and reviewed with progress data.
Match the Need to Support

	Student need
	Supports to consider

	Blind or low vision access
	Accessible formats: braille, large print, audio, tactile graphics, and accessible digital text. Tools and access: screen readers, magnification, braille displays, seating, lighting, verbal descriptions, orientation and mobility, and materials in advance.

	Instructional access
	Verbal descriptions, guided notes, chunked directions, vocabulary preview, accessible formats, assistive technology, and preview materials.

	Organization
	Checklists, timers, calendars, clear task steps, tactile labels, consistent material locations, and quick progress checks.

	Reading and writing
	Braille or large print, accessible digital text, screen-reader-ready documents, organizers, sentence frames, speech-to-text, modeling, and guided practice.

	Math
	Tactile graphics, manipulatives, accessible calculators, math tools, worked examples, formula cards, step-by-step models, reteaching, and error analysis.

	Self-regulation
	Explicit routines, verbal transition previews, reinforcement, calm-down options, brief check-ins, and predictable physical spaces.

	Participation
	Wait time, sentence starters, accessible choices, peer support, discussion roles, alternate responses, and verbal speaker identification.



Simple Planning Routine
1. Identify the barrier: What skill, access need, or behavior is interfering?
2. Choose the support: What strategy, accessible material, or vision-specific support fits the need?
3. Teach it: Model the support before independent use.
4. Use it consistently: Clarify who provides it and when.
5. Check impact: Review work, accuracy, prompts, behavior data, or student reflection.
Student Self-Advocacy Prompts
· What support helps me do my best work?
· What should I try first when I get stuck?
· How can I ask for help clearly?
· Did this support help me make progress?

Resource note: Aligned with IDEA IEP requirements, vision-specific support, IRIS accommodations guidance, CAST UDL principles, accessible educational materials guidance, and What Works Clearinghouse practice guides.
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